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CONFIDENTIAL TEHRAN 8585 

BEIRUT PASS USINT BAGHDAD 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, PINT, PINS, IZ.IR 

SUBJECT: HALF OF KURDISH REFUGEES IN IRAN TO BE FORCIBLY RETURNED 
TO IRAQ 

1. MFA UNDERSECRETARY TAJBAKHSH TOLD DCM AUGUST 31 THAT 
AGREEMENT WAS NEAR WITH IRAQ FOR RETURN TO THAT COUNTRY OF FORTY 
TO FIFTY THOUSAND KURDISH REFUGEES (OUT OF NINTY-THREE THOUSAND 
NOW HERE) DURING A SPECIAL IRAQI OCTOBER-NOVEMBER AMNESTY. AS 
FOR OTHER ASPECTS OF IRAN-IRAQ BORDER NEGOTIATIONS, TAJBAKHSH 
SAID BASIC TREATY WITH SOME SIX PROTOCOLS COVERING SUCH 
SUBJECTS AS NAVIGATION. PASTURAGE, AND PILGRIMMAGES WOULD 
BE COMPLETED SOON AND SIGNING CEREMONY SCHEDULED. 

MFA DIVISION CHIEF GHASSEMI, WHO HANDLES IRAQI AFFAIRS.TOLD 
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REFUGEES WHO ARE REFUSING TO WORK FOR THEIR LIVELIHOOD. ASKED 
ABOUT INCIDENTS OF FORCED RETURN OF REFUGEES DURING AUGUST 
(REPORTED IN TEHRAN 8174-(NOTAL), HE SAID THESE REFUGEES WERE 
LARGELY NEWCOMERS WHO HAD ENTERED IRAN ILLEGALLY, BUT THAT SOME 
WERE PEOPLE WHO HAD REFUSED TO BE RESETTLED. GHASSEMI REAFFIRMED 
THAT KURDS WHO WERE WILLING TO ACCEPT WORK FOUND FOR THEM AND TO 
FIT IN WERE FREE TO REMAIN IN IRAN AND EVEN GAIN CITIZENSHIP. 

WHAT IRAN COULD NOT PERMIT WAS A SITUATION LIKE THAT OF PALESTINIAN 
REFUGEES, WITH CAMPDWELLERS RECEIVING A DOLE. HE ADDED THAT IRAQ 
HAD AGREED TO TAKE BACK ANY ILLEGAL IMMIGRANTS, BUT DID NOT 
OTHERWISE CONFIRM TAIBAKHSH'S INFORMATION. GHASSEMI SAID GOI WOULD 
ASSIST YOUNG KURDS WHO WANTED TO LEAVE IRAN TO STUDY OVERSEAS, AND 
MIGHT AGREE TO ISSUE TWO-WAY LAISSEZ-PASSERS IF RECIPIENTS COUNTRIES 
AND THE UNHCR INSISTED. BOTH AUSTRIA AND DENMARK WERE ON HIS LIST AS 
BIEING WILLING TO ACCEPT SOME KURDISH REFUGEES. 

3. GHASSEMI CONFIRMED TAJBAKHSH'S STATEMENT THAT FINAL AGREEMENT 
WITH IRAQ WAS IN FINAL DRAFTING STAGE, BUT SAID IT HAS NOT BEEN 
DECIDED IF NEXT NEGOTIATING SESSION WOULD BE IN TEHRAN OR BAGHDAD 
(SEE TEHRAN 8155-NOTAL). IN ANY CASE, BOTH GOVERNMENTS ARE COMMITTED 
TO REACH FINAL SETTLEMENT BY 23 SEPTEMBER, THREE MONTHS AFTER 23 
JUNE INTERIM AGREEMENT. IT WAS HIS PERSONAL OPINION 

THAT NO PILGRIMS WOULD BE GOING TO SHIA HOLY PLACES IN IRAQ 
UNTIL AFTER DECEMBER 11-13 HAJ 

PERIOD, AND THAT TRIPS TO IRAQ WOULD BE PACKAGE ARRANGEMENTS 
WHICH COULD NOT BE COMBINED WITH TRIPS TO MECCA. (SAME DAY, 

PRESS CARRIED STORY ABOUT DELAY OF PILGRIMMAGES TO IRAQ UNTIL 
NEXT YEAR.) 

4. COMMENT: KURDISH AND OTHER SOURCES HAVE MENTIONED POOR 
PREPARATIONS FOR REFUGEES BEING RESETTLED AWAY FROM IRAQ BORDER. 
SOME OF THIS IS DUE TO POOR ORGANIZATION, BUT SOME MAY ALSO BE 
VEILED PRESSURE TO GET THEM TO OPT FOR REPATRIATION. RUMORS NOW 
SWEEPING CAMPS ABOUT FORCED RETURN COULD RESULT IN SECURITY 
PROBLEMS FOR GOI, PARTICULARLY AMONG EX-PISH MERGA. KURDS 
BELIEVE REPORTS THEY HAVE FROM IRAQ ABOUT TORTURE AND KILLINGS 

OF REFUGEES WITH ANY RECORD OF ACTIVE OPPOSITION TO BAGHDAD REGIME, 
AND SOME MAY RESORT TO VIOLENCE ON ASSUMPTION THEY HAVE LITTLE 
LEFT TO LOSE. THIS NEW SITUATION ALSO SUGGESTS NEED FOR EARLY 
DECISION ON TAKING KURDISH REFUGEES INTO US. WE HAVE NOT YET 
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RECEIVED REPLY TO TEHRAN 8174 ANSWERING DEPARTMENT'S REQUEST FOR NEW 
LIST OF POTENTIAL REFUGEES AND WOULD APPRECIATE ONE SOONEST. 

HELMS 
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